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WHY THE BRITISH DRIVE ON THE LEFT  

About a quarter of the world drives on the left, and there is a perfectly good reason for it. Up 

to the late 1700s, everybody travelled on the left side of the road. In violent societies of mostly 

right-handed people, this seemed the sensible option because, when you passed a stranger on 

the road, you walked on the left to ensure that your protective sword arm was between 

yourself and them.  

However, a change was introduced all over continental Europe by Napoleon, who was left-

handed. He made his armies march on the right in order that he could keep his sword arm 

between him and any opponent. From then on, any part of the world which was at some time 

part of the British Empire was thus left hand, and any part colonised by the French was right 

hand. When the USA adopted the drive-on-the-right policy, it began to manufacture only right-

hand-drive cars, so many countries changed out of necessity.  

The last European country to convert to driving on the right was Sweden in 1967. As everyone 

in Sweden was getting used to the new system, they paid more attention and took more care, 

resulting in a reduction of the number of road accident casualties. Even so, since September 

2009 Samoa drives on the left instead of the right. The main reason for this is that they want to 

use cars from Japan and New Zealand, both of which drive on the left. Today, European 

countries would like Britain to follow the rest of Europe, but this is not easy, since it would cost 

billions of pounds to change everything round.  
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1. CHOOSE AND WRITE THE CORRECT OPTION (A, B, C or D). (0.5 points each) 

I. Some countries decided to drive on the right because… 

(a) drivers take more care when they drive on the right.  

(b) it was the sensible option to take.  

(c) they mainly imported cars from the USA. 

(d) most cars were made in Japan and New Zealand. 

II. European countries want Britain to drive on the right but this… 

(a) would increase the number of accidents.  

(b) would be very expensive.  

(c) would be contrary to British tradition. 

(d) would make drivers pay less attention to the road.  

2. ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE 

WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (2 points) 

a. In ancient times, walking on the left was a matter of safety.(0,5) 

 

b. Napoleon’s armies did not march on the left because he was left-handed.(0,5) 

 

c. Sweden reduced the number of accidents because driving on the right is safer.(0,5) 

 

d. Samoa is one of the countries which have always driven on the left. (0,5) 
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3. USE OF ENGLISH  

a. Find in the text the word which has the following definition (0,5):  

“Someone who is neither a friend nor an acquaintance.” 

b. Give an adjective with the same root as “attention” (noun). (0,5) 

 

c. Fill in the gap with the correct option: of / on / to / in 

“British people are very keen..... keeping their traditions.”  

 

d. Find in the text one opposite for “rise” (noun). (0,5) 

 

e. Which word is not an adverb? (0,5) 

Often / early / chilly / eagerly 

f. Which word does not have the same meaning? (0,5) 

Enemy / antagonist / fool / opponent 

 

g. Turn the following sentence into the active voice: (0,5) 

“A change was introduced all over Europe by Napoleon.” 

 

h. Give a question for the underlined words: (0,5) 

“I bought a kimono for my friend Kate in Japan.”  
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4. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS ABOUT THE TOPIC PROPOSED 

AND FOCUS STRICTLY ON IT (3 points): 

People should use public transport instead of private vehicles. Do you agree? Explain.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


